My Childhood

Introduction

This lesson is an extract from Abdul Kalam's autobiography ‘Wings of Fire" He speaks of his childhood. [t embodies
the themes of harmony and prejudice, traditions and changes.

Summary

Abdul Kalam was born In Rameswaram in the former Madras (Chennai) state. He belonged to a middle class Tamil
family. His father, Jainulabdeen was an austere and religious man. His mother Ashiamma was a hospitable lady. They
lived In thelr ancestral house on the Mosque Street in Rameswaram. He had three brothers and one sister.

The Second World War broke out in 1939. Abdul Kalam was then eight years old. During that time there was a sudden
demand of tamarind seeds in the market. Abdul Kalam collected the seeds and sold them to a provision shop for one
anna. He also helped his cousin Samsuddin in catching the bundles of the newspapers dropped from the moving train.
This helped him to earn his first wages. Abdul Kalam had three close friends in his childhood, namely Ramanadha
Sastry, Aravindan and Sivaprakasan. All these boys were from orthodox Hindu Brahmin families and moreover
Ramanadha was the son of high priest of the Rameswaram temple. As children, they never felt any difference amongst
themselves because of their religious differences and upbringing.

One day a new teacher came to Kalam's class. Kalam always sat in the front row next to his friend Ramanadha Sastry.
The new teacher could not tolerate a Hindu priest’s son sitting with a Muslim boy. Abdul Kalam was asked to go and sit
on the back bench. He felt very sad and so did Ramanadha Sastry. The image of Ramanadha weeping when he shifted
to the last row left a lasting impression on Kalam. Later, on the intervention on Ramanadha'’s father, the teacher
regretted his behaviour and apologised.

There was another teacher named Sivasubramania Iyer in the school. He was a rebel who did his best to break soclal
barriers. One day, he invited Abdul Kalam to his home for a meal. His orthodox wife, refused to serve Kalam in her
kitchen. lyer served Abdul with his own hands and sat down beside him to eat his meal. His wife watched them from
behind the kitchen door. When Abdul Kalam was leaving the house, Mr Iyer invited him to join him for dinner again.
When he visited his house the next week, Mrs Iyer took Abdul Kalam inside her kitchen and served him food with her
own hands.

When the Second World War was over, Abdul Kalam asked his father’s permission to leave Rameswaram and study
at the district headquarters in Ramanathapuram. His father’s agreed, knowing that it was important to go for one’s
growth and development but his mother was hesitant. His father convinced her by quoting Khalil Gibran's following
words, “your children are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself. The come
through you but not from you. You may give them your love but not your thoughts. For they have their own thoughts.”

Message

This story conveys the message of communal harmony. It also acquaints us with the childhood of one of the greatest
scientists of our time. It also brings forth the fact that greatness is achieved through hard work and dedication.

b) Abdul Kalam’s fath t ich, he did not
‘@@P Extract Based Questions N (b) ul Kalam’s er was not very rich, he did no

have wealth but was very......ccueieenens
1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions © ili;ﬁ;eT::;$_Wh'Ch SIS INTEAnRg €0 Hic
that follow: (i) Selfishness (1) Meanness
I'was born into middlc class Tamil family in the island town (iil) Liberality (iv) Greed
of Rameswaram in the crstwhile Madras statc. My father, (d) State whether the given statement is True or False.
Juinulabdeen, had neither much formal cducation mor Abdul Kalam was bom in a middle class Tamil
much wealth; despite these disadvantages, he possessed Family.
great innate wisdom and a truc generosity of spirit. He had | [
an idcal helpmate in my mother, Ashiamma. [ do not recall L Answers I i
the exact number of people she fed every day, but I am (a) (ii) feed a lot of peaple
quite certain that far more outsiders ate with us than all the (b) wise and generous
members of our own family put together. (c) (ii)) Uberality
(a) Abdul Kalam's mother was generous and kind- (d) True )
hearted and every day she used to: 2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions
that follow:

(i) support the villagers
(i) feed a lot of people
(iii) educate him about his deeds

I was one of many children—a short boy with rather
undistinguished looks, bom to tall and handsome parents. We
lived in our ancesiral house, which was built in the middle of
(iv) help the poor people the 19th century. It was a fairdy large pucca housc, made of
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limestone and brick, on the Mosque Street in Rameswaram.
My austere father used to avoid all inesseatiol comforts and
luxunes. However, all necessities were previded for, in terms
of food, medicine or clothes. In fact, I would say mine was
a very secure childhood, both materially and emolionally.
(a) A character trait of Abdul Kalam that is highlighted
in this extract is:
(1) strict and severe
(iii) quality of gratitude

(i) love and affection
(iv) simple and ordinary
(b) Abdul Kalam's ancestral house was a pucca house

which was made of .....ccccvveenee .
(c) His austere father used to avoid all:
(I) Inessentlal comforts and lwuries
(ii) essential things
(i) tea and coffee
(iv) bed and sofa

(d) The word ‘ancestral’ means the SAMEe a5 ...
|

| Answers |
(a) (iii) quality of gratitude

(b) brick and Umestone

(c) (i) inessentlal comfarts and luxuries

(d) familialinherited

. Read the extract given below and answer the questions
that follow:

The first casualty came in the form of the suspension of
the train halt at Rameswaram station. The newspapers

now had to be bundled and thrown out from the moving
train on the Rameswaram road belween Rameswaram
and Dhanuskodi. That forced my cousin Samsuddin,
who distributed newspapers in Rameswaram, 1o look for
a helping hand to catch the bundles and, as if naturally,
I filled the slot. Samsuddin helped me earn my first wages.
Half a century later, I can sull feel the surge of pride in
carming my own moncy for the first time.
(a) APJ says that whenever someone earns his own

money with his hard work, he feels:

(i) satisfaction with it

(i) it the same way as he did

(i) proud In doing this

(iv) as if he has achieved everything
(b) APJ helped Samsuddin by catching the bundle and

distributing the newspapers against which he got

his e .
(c) The antonym of 'surge’ is:

(1) rise (i) decline

(iii) swell (iv) rush
(d) Complete the analogy with a word from the extract.

forced : compelled : : salary :....ccceceevneene i
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Answers .
(a) (ii) it the same way as he did

(b) first earning

(c) (i) declne

(d) wage

4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions
that follow:
After school, we went home and told our respective
pareats about the incident. Lakshmana Sastry summoned
the tcacher. and in our prescnce, told the teacher that he
should not spread the poison of social inequality and
communal ntolerance in the minds of innocent children.
He bluntly asked the teacher to cither apologisc or quit the
school and the island. Not only did the teacher regret his
behaviour. but the strong sense of conviclion Lakshmana
Sastry conveyed ultimately reformed the young teacher.
(3) What was the ultimate effect of the incident on the
teacher?
(i) He left the school
(1) He was not affected by this Incident
(i) He reformed himself and became a changed
persan
(lv) He continued his habit of discriminating against
the children
(b) Lakshmana Sastry told the new teacher not to kill
the children’s friendship by putting the venomous
discrimination of caste and religions ........cecceeeveee .
(c) Which part of speech is ‘communal’?
() Adverb (B) Pranoun
(m) Verb (iv) Adjective
(d) Complete the analogy with a word from the extract.
bluntly : abruptly : : finally :...ccccccuecnnane :
. | Answers | .
(a) (iii) He refarmed himself and became a changed
persan
(b) in the minds of Innacent children
(o) (iv) Adjective
(d) ultimately
S. Read the extract given below and answer the questions

that follow:
On the whole, the small society of Rameswaram was very
rigid in terms of the segregation of different social groups.
However, my science teacher Sivasubramania Iyer, though
an orthodox Bmhmin with a very conservative wife,
was something of a rebel. He did his best to break social
barmiers so that people from varying backgrounds could
mingle casily. He used to spend hours with me and would
say, ‘Kalam, I want you (o develop so that you are on par
with the highly educated people of the big cities.’
(3) Abdul Kalam’s Science teacher worked very hard to

break the:

(i) status divisions

(8) sodial barriers

(ii) distinction based on caste systern

(iv) political barriers
(b) Abdul Kalam's Science teacher Sivasubramania lyer

was a religious person, an orthodox Brahmin but

;- | —

(c) The antonym of ‘mingle’ is:
(i) mix (i) gather
(i) separate (iv) collect

(d) State whether the given statement is True or False.
Sivasubramania’s wife was a very conservative
person.
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- | Answers | .
(a) (i) soclal barriers
(b) something of a rebel
() (iii) separate
(d) True
6. Read the extract given below and answer the questions
that follow:
I asked my father’s permission 10 leave Rameswaram and
study at the district headquarters in Ramanathapuram.
He told me as if thinking aloud, *‘Abdul! I know you have to
go away Lo grow. Does the seagull mot fly across the Sun,
alone and without a nest?” He quoted Khalil Gibran to my
hesitant mother, *Your children are not your children. They
are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself- They
come through you but not from you. You may give them
your Jove but not your thoughts. For they have their own
thoughts.’
(a) Abdul's father asked his mother about their children
to:
() rule over the children
(i) put over them their thoughts
(i) give them freedom to fulfil their thoughts
(iv) control them for their desire

(b) Fill in the blank with one word only.

Abdul’s father gave the example of a .....c..coceevonune
which flies away in the sky all alone and does not
have a nest.
(c) The word ‘hesitant’ means the same as:
(i) unsure (i) certain
(i) doubtless (iv) decided

(d) Complete the analogy with a word from the extract.
pPermission : CONSEeNt : : Craving : ......eommome-

. Answers -
(a) (iil) give themn freedom to fulfil their thoughts
(b) seagull
(c) (i) unsure
(d) longing

-€)) Short Answer Tupe Questions N

Q1. What kind of life did young Kalam lead?

Ans. Abdul Kalam's father was a wise and large-hearted
person. He looked after the family well He provided
all necessities like food. medicine and clothes to
his family but discouraged the use of inessentiol
comforts and luxurles. So. Abdul Kalam had a very
secure childhood. bath materially and emotionally.

Q 2. What qualities did Abdul inherit from his parents?

Ans. Abdul's parents were simple but full of wisdom. His
father avoided all inessential comforts and lwwries
but made sure that his children had access to
necessities of life. His mother was a generous and
kind lady. Abdul inherited honesty and seif-discipiine
from his father and faitih in goodness and deep
kindness from his mothr
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Q3.

Q7.

Ans.

QB

Ans.

Qo.
Ans.

What do you think Dinamani is the name of? Give a
reasaon for your answer.

Dinomani s the name of a newspaper. This can be
inferred from the following Une: "My brother-in-law
Jaflaluddin would tell me stories about the war
which | would later attempt to trace in the headlines
of Divarmmon/ .

. What were the effects of the Second World War an

the town of Rameswaram?
The following were the effects of the Secand World
War on the town of Rameswaram:

(I) The demand for tamarind seeds grew.

(§) The train halt at the Rameswaram Station was

suspended.

Why did Abdul collect tamarind seeds in 1939?
The Second World War broke out in 1939 when
Abdul Kalam was eight years old. During that period
there arase a sudden demand for tamarind seeds.
Katarm wsed to collect these seeds. He used to sell
then o a provision shop on Mosque Street A day's
collection brought him a good sum of ane anna

. How did Abdul Kalam earn his first wages?

During the Second World War. the stoppage of trains

at Rameswaram was suspended. So. newspaper

hundies were Uwouw oul from moving trains.

Fagdanron's eeessin. Sammauddin distributed newspapers.

He  peeded a helping hand who could catch the

bundies at the station. Abdul offered his help and

thus earned his first wages.

What role did Kalam's family play during the Shri

Sita Rama Kalyanam Ceremony?

During the annual 5hri 5ita Rama Kolyanam, Kalam's

family used to arrange boats with a speclal platfarm

for carrying idols of the Lord from the temple to the

marriage siie which was sltuated In the middle of

the pond called "Rama Tirthd.

Who were Abdul Kalam's school friends? What did

they later become?

Abdul Kalam's frlends are:

(I) Ramamadha Sastry—Later. he took over the

priesthood of the Rameswaram temple from
Iis father

(0) Aravindan—He went into the business of
arraEnging anspaort for visiting pilgrims.

() Sivaprakasan—He became a catering contractor
for the South Railways.

What happened when Abdul was in fifth standard?

When Abdul was in the fifth standard a new teacher

came ta teach them He asked Abdul to sit on the

back bench due to his caste. The teacher could not

enierate a Hindw priest's son sitting with a MusUm boy,.

Q10. Who was Sivasubramania lyer?

Anrs,

Saymenbirammania hyer was Kalam's sclence teacher. He
lsed rinuo b bwgue food at his house even though his

wille wess s orebesidos Brahuming When his wife refused

o serve food o Halanw he himself served him and
sat beside him to eat his meal He invited Kalam for
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dinner again. He observed Kalam's hesitation but told
him that such problems had to be faced to change
the system. He encouraged Kalam to go for higher
studies.

‘@/ Long AnSwWer Type Questions \)

Q1. How did Abdul Kalam earn his ‘first wages’? How

Ans.

Q2.

Ans.
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did he felt at that time? Explain.

When India was forced to join the Allied Forces in
the Second World War. a state of emergency was
declared. The train halt at Rameswaram station was
suspended. The newspapers now had to be bundled
and thrown out of the moving train. Abdul Kalam's
cousin 5amsuddin was the distributar of newspapers
in Rameswaram. He appointed Abdul Kalam to help
him. Abdul Kalam collected the thrown bundles
for him. Samsuddin gave him some money for his
service. Thus, Abdul Kalam earned his ‘first wages' He
was praud of earning his first wages’ because he was
able to help his family at a time when he was very
YOung,

What incident left a lasting impression on Abdul
Kalam? Describe in brief.

The incident which left a lasting impression on
Kalam took place when he was in the fifth standard
at the Rameswaram Elementary School

One day a new teacher came to his class. Abdul

Q3.

Ans.

=X

Kalam used to wear a cap which marked him as

a Muslim. He always sat in the front row with his

friend Ramanadha Sastry, who waore a sacred thread.

The new teacher could not bear a Muslim boy sitting
with a Hindu priest's son. He asked Abdul Kalam to
go and sit on the back bench. Abdul felt very sad
and Ramanadha Sastry started crying. The image of
Ramanadha crying left a lasting impression on him.
‘Once you decide to change the system, such
problems have to be confronted. What ‘system’ in
this sentence referring to? What are such problems?
Does the text suggest that the problems have been
tackled?

This sentence is referring to the system of separation
on the basis of caste and creed. This system
gives rise to the problems of social inequality and
communal intolerance. The text suggests how these
problems can be tackled. Abdul Kalam's science
teacher Sivasubramania lyer was something of a
rebel Despite stiff opposition from his conservative
wife, he invited Abdul Kalam to his home for a meal
When his wife refused to serve a Muslim boy in
her kitchen. he was not perturbed. He served Abdul
Kalam food with his own hands. When next time
Abdul Kalam visited his teacher's house. his wife
took him inside her kitchen and served him food
with her own hands, suggesting that these problems
can be addressed on a person to person basis.
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